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EPISTEMIC INJUSTICE
Miranda Fricker (2007): Wrong done to someone 
specifically in their capacity as a knower

The British Journal for the Philosophy of Science
Volume 75, Number 2, June 2024

(Bhakuni and 
Abimbola 2021)



Semicolonial research models
(Costello and Zumla 2000)

Eastern highlands of New Guinea

Read out, in Tok Pisin, information on the study along
with a request for oral consent from each individual, all
of which an interpreter rendered into Fore.
• Fore interlocutors became agitated and offended
before the end of the ritual. They told me this is
not the way they interacted with others, it seemed
to imply distrust.

Mentioned hesitantly that I could withhold their name,
if they wanted
• They always demanded to know if I thought them
liars and charlatans.

• They were proud of their contributions to
science—as they perceived it—and they insisted
that I recognize their achievements, not disguise
them.



HEALTH RESEARCH
Genome-wide association studies

Interventional studies

https://sphweb.bumc.bu.edu/otlt/MPH-Modules/EP/EP713_ClinicalTrials/RCT%20Overview%20Cartoon.png; https://www.cancercouncil.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/UC-Pub-Clinical-Trials-
CAN750-page5.png; https://www.ebi.ac.uk/training-beta/online/courses/gwas-catalogue-exploring-snp-trait-associations/wp-content/uploads/sites/26/2020/05/commercial-snp-arrays.png

(Loree et al. 2019)



Accessibility to clinical industry clinical trials, calculated as number of industry 
clinical trial sites per 1 million in population relative to the U.S. levels
(Misk 2023)

(Woods et al. 2023)

British Medical Journal (BMJ)
The Lancet
New England Journal of Medicine (NEJM)
Annals of Internal Medicine (AIM) 
Journal of the American Medical 
Association (JAMA)



Articles that mentioned participants’ sex:

(153/225, 68.0%)
Articles reporting participant race/ethnicity: 

(87/225, 38.7%) 
Articles included participants from 
disadvantaged socio-economic backgrounds: 

(46/225, 20.4% )
People who have low income or are unemployed, low literacy, 
limited education, limited internet or technology access and/or 
no insurance; live in a rural area; and/or are migrants

(Gambhir et al. 
2018)

+APA (PsycInfo), Scopus, Embase, Web of Science, Google Scholar

225 ARTICLES FOR FULL-TEXT SCREENING



COVID-19 
SYSTEMS BIOLOGY
• Aims to determine metabolomic, 

proteomic, lipidomics, and 
transcriptomic changes in people 
infected with COVID-19: 6 and 12-
months post infection

• Cases and controls
• Geelong, Victoria
• 18-month participant observation 

(team meetings, site visits, semi-
formal conversations with 
researchers); Six semi-structured 
interviews

1. Study site
“Yeah, Geelong – yeah, Geelong is – like it might be. I 
might just be hanging out in the wrong places. But it’s 
not a very largely diverse area.” [Researcher 4]



2. Research objectives
“This study is not meant to study the difference between
different genetic individuals; otherwise, it will become
very biased, because then there are, like, different strata
will be included then you need to have – you need to
cover for all the genetics, like you need to cover for the
Southeast Asian, the Far East and Near East Asian,
Chinese, Korean, Japanese, and then you have to cater
for Indians, then you have to cater for the Middle East
Asian, then people from Caucasian countries, then
people from European backgrounds. So how much
stratification you’ll make and then getting the number of
samples for each of those, ah, stratifications, it’s – it’s
not going to happen. ” [Researcher 2]



3. Recruitment strategy
“We didn’t – we didn’t go out of our ways, um, mainly because
it’s really hard to book an interpreter through … I just had a list of
names and phone numbers. So we were cold calling participants,
um, and if people didn’t want to talk to you they would hang up.
We sent – I sent out text messages first … If you didn’t reply to
that text message I called and some of them were, um, people
who English wasn’t their first language but they had family
members. So I – I spoke to a lot of daughters of parents or sons
of parents who would translate for them. Um, ultimately most of
them decided they didn’t want to be involved.” [Researcher 4]

“There are also the people less likely to go and seek help,
medical care, less likely to declare themselves as COVID-positive
because it means they lose income.” [Researcher 1]

“When it comes to recruiting people for the controls, you have to
depend on the Australian electoral rolls. Now that’s where it – of
course, see a problem. Not all people who are from diverse
backgrounds currently living in Australia on the electoral rolls.
This could be because they just have work visas, they’re not
permanent residents. So I think that really hinders participation.”
[Researcher 2]

4. Research team
“Well, by the time [organisation] came on 
board, we already had all these protocols.” 
[Researcher 4]

“We joined late in the studies so we – we 
couldn’t influence, like, on certain things.” 
[Researcher 3]

“Um, so when I say it’s a room full of white 
scientists most of our epidemiologists, white 
people.” [Researcher 4]



(Rodriguez et al. 2022)



“We articulate a Black bioethics that is not premised
upon a false logic of beneficence, rather we think
through a Black bioethics premised upon an un-
conditional love for the Black body.”

“A Black bioethics, therefore, must attend to power
explicitly and transformatively, rather than the
adornment of principles that work to maintain the status
quo. Given the longstanding refusal to see Indigenous
people as either human or as existing—an Indigenous
bioethics demands a redefinition by the defined; one that
starts with a reclaiming of our bones, flesh, bodies, and
behaviours as well as the children they birthed. It means
research about Indigenous peoples being undertaken
by Indigenous peoples …”

“We model a bioethics that insists upon truth telling,
including the fundamental truth that the same scientific
logic and reasoning that exacts violence upon the Black
body in contemporary health research is the same logic
and reasoning that rationalized the theft of Black land. “

(https://www.nhmrc.gov.au/guidelinesforguidelines/plan/consumer-involvement; Cancer Australia)


