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• Quality assurance

• Research

Clinical Quality 
Registries (CQRs)



• Feasibility

• Utility

• Sustainability 

Constraints



Linked Data
• Access to administrative data collections

• Population level-insights using a privacy preserving process

• Significant benefits for research and policy making  



Project Aims
• Facilitate routine linkage of CQRs and administrative data

• Meets legal and ethical requirements

• Meets and reflects community expectations



Doctrinal Analysis



Key Findings
• Consent

• Jurisdiction

• Purpose 
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Waiver of Consent – Privacy Act 1988 (Cth)

If:
(a) the APP entity is an organisation; and
(b) subsection 16B(2) applied in relation to the collection of the personal information by the entity;
the entity must take such steps as are reasonable in the circumstances to ensure that the information is de-identified 
before the entity discloses it in accordance with subclause 6.1 or 6.2.

HospitalPatient CQR Data Linkage 
Unit

Healthcare Quality assurance Linkage for quality assurance

Linkage for research

Privacy



Public Health Legislation -
Confidentiality and disclosure

• Jurisdictional differences

• What you can do with data depends on the 
disclosure ‘pathway’

• Limitations on further disclosure and re-identification



Public Health Legislation -
Quality assurance provisions

ü Clear authorising 
provisions for the 
collection of health 
information

ü Protection from 
liability

ꭓ Statutory criteria

ꭓ Re-application requirements

ꭓ Provisions regarding 
disclosure



Semi-Structured Interviews
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ü Clinical Quality 
Registries

ü Ethics review bodies

Research 

Governance 

ü Administrative data 
custodians

üData linkage units



What next?

Project Output

• ‘Linkage’ Framework & 
Guidance Materials

 Anderson, M. Secrecy Cartoon#9076. 
[Illustration] https://andertoons.com.

Project pathway

• Co-Design Workshop
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