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Outline for today

• Punchline: Death to the written ethics assessment (the essay)

• Challenges with assessment format of ethics higher education

• Ways AI has infiltrated this space

• How the essay is compromised

• Why this matters

• Thoughts on how to move forward
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How we examine ethics concepts
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Where does AI enter the picture
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Death to the written ethics essay



Why does this matter?

• With teaching and assignments, we 
aim to assess knowledge, 
understanding and application.  
Written assessments are a measure 
now of how well one can use a tool 
to order ideas, with limited critical 
thought and understanding.  

• At best, we are seeing students 
improving their expression, clarity 
and understanding, at worst, 
performance. 
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How do we manage this gap?
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• What is ethics?  And how do we ‘do’ ethics. 

• Persons, in a room, talking to one another. Discussing ideas, seeking 
clarity and connecting the ideas to experiences, stories and people. 

• Connecting this to assessment – have the conversations. Viva with 
some written work.  



How do we do this?

• A balance between in person face to face conversations (not 
online!!!) and content to be reviewed before or after

• Provide resources for students to engage with but also come back 
to after discussions
- If you must use AI – show its follies. Question the biases and where it may be 

doing the students a dirty

• Be radical, choose to challenge it, but secretly, going back to first 
principles. 

• Break the system with its simplicity.
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